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On July 12, 1993, the Board of Indian Appeals received an apparent notice of appeal in
this matter, which concerns a heirship determination made under the White Earth Reservation
Land Settlement Act of 1985. Upon checking with the office of Administrative Judge Sandra L.
Massetto, the Board learned that the notice had also been filed with her and that she intended to
treat it as a petition for reconsideration or rehearing under 43 CFR 4.354.

Under 43 CFR 4.356, a party aggrieved by a decision of the Administrative Judge has
the option of requesting reconsideration/rehearing by the Administrative Judge or appealing to
the Board. In this case, it is not clear which course appellant intended to take. However, because
Judge Massetto will treat the notice as a petition for reconsideration/rehearing, it would be
inappropriate for the Board to consider the matter at this time. Any party aggrieved by Judge
Massetto's decision upon reconsideration/rehearing may appeal to the Board from that decision.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the
Secretary of the Interior, 43 CFR 4.1, this appeal is docketed but dismissed as premature.
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